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About our Guest Speaker on February 17 
  Sara Green identifies as a "southern, cis/queer/poly, 

Black, femme Youth and Young Adults of Color 

Ministry Associate.” She further describes herself as 

"part of a legacy of cultural workers, healers, 

maroons and creoles, and southern queer freedom 

fighters and artists trying to shape god." 

  On February 17th, here at UUCBG she will be 

speaking on “The Second Principle and the Beloved 

Community.” 

Getting ready for General Assembly 
“The Power of We” is the theme for the upcoming UUA General 

Assembly in Spokane WA, June 19-23, 2019. For more information go 

to uua.org/GA. 

Our Mission is to be a caring community that encourages 
spiritual growth and actively works to improve our society and 

the environment. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

Mid-year Financial Update 
By David Wellman, Treasurer 

As most of you know, due to the recent loss of some members who in 

the past had been strong supporters, our pledge income has declined 

by over 20% from two years ago. While we have tried to be as thrifty as 

possible, the majority of our expenses – such as mortgage, salaries, 

utilities, etc. – cannot be easily reduced. Therefore, we arranged a loan 

from the Endowment Fund last year in order to bridge the gap between 

income and expenses. 

The bottom line from my report at the mid-year meeting on Sunday, 

January 27th, is that, even given all our difficulties, we are holding up 

better than we expected and have reached the point where we are 

confident of our ability to meet our expenses through the end of this 

fiscal year (June 30, 2019). 

Here are some of the reasons we remain optimistic: 

• Pledges. So far, people have been making their pledge payments 

as they promised so we are on target here. Since 85% of our income 

comes from pledges, our continued financial health depends on this. 

• Rent. The amount of rental income we received so far is at or above 

the budgeted level (i.e., the level we expected). 

• Donations. This category includes plate collections as well as 

donations received at other times. Thanks to the generous (and 

much appreciated) donations of a few individuals this year, our 

actual income to date in this area is much higher than expected. 

• Fundraising. Though fundraisers are a relatively small percentage 

of our income, they are a very important one. We have put a great 

deal of effort into developing fund raising activities this year and your 

support of these is greatly appreciated. So far, our income in this 

area exceeds expectations. 

• Restrained spending, especially by committees. Although our 

committees – which perform many of the basic functions that keep 

the church operating – must expend funds to accomplish their tasks, 

they have been very careful in doing so, concentrating on what is 

absolutely necessary. 
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So, everyone, please keep up the good work and know that your 

continued generosity of time, talent, and treasure are greatly needed 

and appreciated! More fundraising events are planned in the coming 

months and we are looking forward to continued success with those. 

The degree of success of our annual Budget Drive this spring will define 

our possible progress toward hiring a part-time minister. Many tasks in 

and around the church still need volunteers. Please help out where you 

can… It all depends on us! 

 

Changes to UUA Annual Program Fund 

6:45 to 8:00 PM Central Time, Monday, February 11, 2019 

UUA Congregational Giving Manager, Norrie Gall, joins us to 
explain the Annual Program Fund (APF, formerly known as "Fair 
Share"), the gifts congregations give to the Region and UUA. She 
will also answer your questions as we explore APF changes 
happening in the MidAmerica Region. 

Learn more at uua.org/finance/apf 
 

March is Stewardship Month 
 

F U N D R A I S E R S  
UUCBG Dinner and Silent Auction Night 

Coming on Saturday, February 23 

We will need lots of people to help with this 

one—organizing the auction, publicizing the 

event, planning and making dinner, and buying 

the wine. If you are interested in this great event, 

please contact Kathie Downs at 

kathiejdowns@gmail.com. 

Get Ready for an Evening of Fun and Food! 

Springtime Parking Lot Sale 

Our parking lot sale this past fall went quite well, and so 
we’re planning on another one when the warmer weather 
comes.  



Page 4  UUCBG Newsletter  February 2019 

BUILDING COMMUNITY 

Hospitality still needs a leader or co-leaders.  
Please contact Roxanne (caring@uubgky.org) for information. 

 

Food, Fun, and Fellowship 

Asian Theme for February’s First-Sunday Potluck 

Noon on Sunday, February 3rd 

If you’re looking for inspiration, this month’s 
theme is food from the continent of Asia (a 
huge variety!), but food of any kind (except 
nothing with peanuts, please) is welcome. A 
label with ingredients is appreciated, or at least 
a note for Vegan and Vegetarian dishes, and a 
warning if it’s spicy. 

Can you help? If your birthday is in February, or if you’re 
involved with any committee in the Human Resources Team, it 
would be a big help if you could come early to help set up, or 
maintain the serving tables during the meal, or stay a little later to 
help tidy. 

Family Friendly Valentine’s Day Dance 

5:00 to 7:00 PM on Sunday 10 February 2019 

 

Bring your family, friends, and loved ones to 
celebrate Valentine’s Day with music and 
dancing. Dress up fancy! Wear fun socks or 
special hats! Or come as you are! Everyone 
welcome. Cover charge is $3. 

Mus ic  !  Danc ing !  Fun !  

Action Origami for All Ages 

Saturday February 16th 2:00-3:30 PM in the Art Room 

Jumping frogs, flapping cranes, boats to 
float and planes to fly, all from folding paper. 
Kids 7 to 70+ welcome.  

$10.00 per person, 2 people for $16. 
 Materials and a snack included. 
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A little humor 

Hymn # 404— Coffee, Coffee, Coffee 
By Christopher Gist Raible, a former minister at Toronto First: 

Sung to the tune of “Holy, Holy, Holy” 

 

Coffee, Coffee, Coffee, 

Praise the strength of coffee. 

Early in the morn we rise  

with thoughts of only thee. 

Served fresh or reheated, 

Dark by thee defeated, 

Brewed black by perk or drip or instantly. 

 

Though all else we scoff we 

Come to church for coffee; 

If we’re late to congregate,  

we come in time for thee. 

Coffee our one ritual, 

Drinking it habitual, 

Brewed black by perk or drip instantly. 

 

Coffee the communion 

Of our Uni-Union, 

Symbol of our sacred ground,  

our one necessity. 

Feel the holy power 

At our coffee hour, 

Brewed black by perk or drip or instantly. 
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Getting To Know UU 

6:00pm-8:00 PM, Tuesday, March 26, 2019 

A gathering for newcomers or interested visitors! 

    If you are new to our congregation or would just like to learn 

more about us, we invite you to attend “Getting To Know UU” on 

Tuesday, March 26, 2019 from 6-8 PM. 

     Meet informally with the 

Membership Committee for a light 

dinner and a program exploring the 

many facets of Unitarian 

Universalism.  Learn about the 

origins and history of UU, our seven 

principles, spiritual sources, our own 

local history, and the various program offerings. 

Child care will be provided if needed. 

 Please let us know if you need this service. 

 

Please let any Membership Committee member (Ann Groves, 

Eileen Arnold, Nancy Garrett, and Richard Thornton ) know if 

you’d like to attend or contact committee chair Sharon Crawford at 

membership@uubgky.org,  270-781-4255, or text 270-282-5384. 

We hope to see you at this fun & informative event. 

 

 

Nominating Committee 
    

The Board has appointed Ken Kuehn to the 

Nominating Committee, and he joins elected 

members Roxanne Spencer and Mark 

Robinson. Ken’s term will end on 30 June 

2019. 
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Social Justice Action 
By Diane Lewis 

 

No child should die 
in the dawn of life. 

 

 
stjude.org 

February Third-Sunday Beneficiary 

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital 

The mission of St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital is to advance cures, and means of 
prevention, for pediatric catastrophic 
diseases through research and treatment. 
Consistent with the vision of our founder 
Danny Thomas, no child is denied treatment 
based on race, religion or a family's ability to 
pay. 
 

 

Room In The Inn – February 6 and 20 

We are filling up with our maximum of 14 
guests each time. Their need is great, and 
we are especially in need of more evening 
transporters. Sign on to help for any of the 
four remaining events. 
Can’t volunteer? Then please donate new or 
gently used towels, blankets, and sheets. It 
takes a village. My sincere thanks to all 
those who have already helped with this 
effort, especially to those hosting overnight. 
 

 

Donate Food & Personal Care Items 
Food, toothpaste, gloves, dental floss, hats, 

socks, underwear, etc. are much needed! Just 

put them the wooden box in the lobby of the 

sanctuary. 

 

 
“The history of the past is one long struggle upward to equality.” 

~Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
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GROWING IN SPIRIT 

Children’s Religious Exploration 

How do you see yourself?  
This month, the children will begin creating 

mixed-media self-portraits that represent how 

they see themselves within their communities. 

At the conclusion of Chalica, the art will be 

displayed throughout the sanctuary building, 

and as part of a Sunday Service, the young 

creators will explain and expand upon their 

design.  

 

 

How do we fit together? 
On Sundays, we will continue talking about 

individuals within a community, and how 

community building is enriching for 

individuals as well as cultural expansion, 

and how diversity brings cohesion to all 

communities and environments. 

Help UUism grow into the future 

CRE Chair: Leah Wendt, re@uubgky.org 

We want YOU! 
Join in the fun on 
Sundays by being a 
volunteer in an RE 
session or a back-up 
nursery caretaker!   

Help with RE 

 

Help with the 

Nursery 

Chalice 

Children 

Nursery~PreK~K 

Love Is the Spirit 

of this Church 

Grades 1-3 

Heeding the Call 

of our UU Heritage 

Grades 4-8 

Text @uunu to 81010 or 

uunu@mail.remind.com 

Text @9c387g to 81010 

9c387g@mail.remind.com 

Text @leahwen to 81010 

leahwen@mail.remind.com 
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Exploration for Teens and Adults 

Building Your Own Theology 

7:00 PM on Tuesdays, February through April in  
This ongoing class meets weekly. 

Sandman Circle – Vol 4 – Season of Mists 

12:30 PM on Sunday 3 February in Emerson Library 
Discuss Neil Gaiman’s graphic novel Sandman. Everyone is welcome! 

Book Talk – A Wrinkle in Time and Madeline L’Engle Herself… 

1:00 PM on Sunday 17 February in Emerson Library 
A classic novel and a collection of hundreds of this celebrated author's 

most insightful, illuminating, and transforming statements about writing, 

creativity, and truth. Everyone is welcome to attend! 

Ongo — Peace, Compassion, and Wisdom Every Day 

12:30 PM on Sundays February through April in Ballou Room 
What if peace, compassion, and wisdom weren’t just nice words but 

your actual day-to-day experience? 

If your goal is to be present with your breath 

and your feelings in the middle of heated 

discussions; to face your emotional wounds, 

examine your deeply held beliefs and take 

ownership of how they affect your relationships 

with others, empathize with the needs of 

others and speak up for your own even when 

you are afraid, than you may find support for 

all that in the Ongo group. 

Ongo was developed by Catherine Caden and Jesse Wiens as a way 

to encourage “ongoing” spiritual practice, using wisdom and practices 

from a variety of traditions, primarily Buddhism and Nonviolent 

Communication. Together we will use The Ongo Book to provide 

inspiration, step-by-step guidance, and ways to create support and 

companionship in deepening the questions and allowing answers to 

emerge through your own insights and discoveries. 

If you are interested in accepting or leaning more about this invitation to 

grow, please contact Susan Webb (mshw6@aol.com) immediately. 
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Discussion Forum: “Why Evil Exists” 

Sundays, 9:50 AM, Whitney Young TV Lounge  
(ground floor of Fellowship Hall, near the elevator) 

Everyone is welcome; topics are intended for teens and adults. Our 

customary procedure is to start the half-hour DVD lectures as close as 

possible to 10AM and to end discussion by 10:50AM. For more 

information email Jan Garrett jangarr_bg@twc.com. 

“All Tyranny needs is people of conscience to remain silent.”  

 ~ Edmund Burke 

Feb. 3. Lecture 30.  Post-WWII Roman Catholic Theology on Evil 
The focus is on the views of theologian Hans Urs Von Balthasar and the 

concept of intrinsically evil acts in Catholic theology since Pope John 

Paul II. Von Balthasar says that Christians should pray that all humans 

may be saved. God, who affirms human autonomy, loves everyone and 

wishes to save them from sin. This means it is our responsibility to 

accept salvation. If we don’t do that much, we are destined to be utterly 

separated from God. Two types of Scripture support this view: one 

speaks of persons being condemned to eternal judgment, the other 

expresses God’s desire to save everyone. For von Balthasar, evil is an 

attempt to resist God’s love.   

John Paul II holds that an act may be intrinsically evil if its aim is to 

achieve an evil end. In this way abortion that aims to end the life of a 

[biologically human] fetus is evil. An act can also be intrinsically evil 

independent of the attitude of the moral agent: “killing even Hitler as a 

small child to prevent the Holocaust and WWII would be evil because 

the actor would be taking the life of a small [human] child.” 

Feb. 10. Lecture 31. Post-WWII Jewish Thought on Evil 
The Shoah, carried out mainly by the Nazi government of Germany, is 

the background for the thinkers covered in this lecture: Richard 

Rubinstein, Arthur Cohen, Emil Fackenheim, and Emanuel Levinas. 

(“Shoah” is the Hebrew word meaning catastrophe; “the Shoah" tends 

now to be synonymous with “the Holocaust” in English.)  

Rubinstein claims that the facts of the Shoah refute the traditional 

Jewish understanding of God and his covenant with Israel. Rather than 

try to revive the tradition, Jews need to engage in profound questioning 
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of whether God exists and what He is up to now as well as what they 

should do. Fackenheim, a Holocaust survivor, argues that being Jewish 

changes its definition after the Shoah; he proposed that Jews take up 

again the task of tikkun olam, mending the world. 

Feb. 17. Lecture 32. Arendt—The Banality of Evil. 
Hannah Arendt gave us two new concepts—totalitarianism and the 

banality of evil. She argued that modern totalitarian states exhibit a new 

kind of radical evil, because they seek to control everything within their 

national boundaries—the culture, technology, media, bodies and souls 

of their citizens. Totalitarian states are hostile to human individuality and 

freedom. Later she attended the Eichmann trial in Jerusalem and wrote 

a book about it; she had described totalitarian evil as radical, now she 

described the character of the Nazi Eichmann as banal. Yes, he had 

been savagely efficient in carrying out mass murder, and he proved 

capable of using moral language to rationalize what he was doing. But 

his actions in fact expressed the insanity of a shared moral stupor as he 

did his “tasks,” not demonic villainy. 

Feb. 24. Lecture 33. Life in Truth: 20th-Century Poets on Evil. 
This lecture turns to the post-WWII poets Paul Celan, a Shoah 

surveyor, and Czeslaw Milosz and Zbigniew Herbert, both veterans of 

the Polish resistance army. Recent literary genres face special 

challenges: how can one write poetry about events as monstrous and 

opaque to reason as the Shoah.  

Celan’s “Death-Fugue” builds on the musical idea of the fugue: it 

repeats itself cyclically before resolving itself at the end. But Celan’s 

poetic fugue breaks apart at the end; its final stanza consists of 

fragments of earlier lines ominously jumbled and resistant to 

communicating anything.  

Milosz seems to be concerned about the post-war idea that evil has 

been defeated. His view may be “shameful,” but perhaps, at the heart of 

everything, “is the reality of pain and … guilt in the structure of the 

world.”  

Herbert, more ironic and terse than Milosz, crafts poems “that read 

like telegrams sent from a desperate city fighting off a nearly 

insuperable army.” 
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Spiritual Gatherings 

Imbolc—A Midwinter Celebration 

1 PM on Sunday 3 February  
in the Channing Sanctuary  

Everyone is invited to join in this 

ceremonial observance of Imbolc, the 

ancient Celtic festival of renewal. Based on 

the rebirth of Brigid, the pagan Goddess 

turned early Catholic saint, Imbolc marks the 

passing of the first half of winter and hope 

for the coming year.  

 

Zen 

Usually on Sundays in Oppitz Room ~ zen@uubgky.org 
For information and meeting times, please contact John Downing. 
 

Sangha Meditation 

Sundays at 10:00 PM, Meditation Room 
 

One Dharma 

Thursdays at 6:00 PM, Meditation Room 
An integrative Buddhist meditation group 

that draws upon the wisdom of Buddhism’s 

main traditions. Newcomers welcome! 

Doors open at 5:45. 

 

 

Earth Circle  

earthcircle@uubgky.org 
All are welcome to explore different paths of Earth-centered spirituality. 

Meetings and celebrations as announced. This month, please come to 

the midwinter celebration of Imbolc on Sunday, 3 February. 
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Sunday Services 

Jesus, Paul, and the Formation of the Christian Bible 

11:00 AM on 3 February ~ Jan Garrett 

Recent research has suggested that the basic pieces of the New 

Testament are core parts of the Mark gospel and letters of Paul. Today 

we explore the idea that interaction between diverse communities 

attached to such texts led to the creation of other major parts of 

Christian scripture. 

The Freedom and the Responsibilities of Conscience 

11:00 AM on 10 February ~ Jamie Dowland 

The Fifth Principle states that Unitarian Universalists covenant to uphold 

freedom of conscience and the democratic process in our churches and 

society. Is this a right we can take or leave as we please? Or does belief 

in freedom of conscience and democracy also imply moral 

responsibilities? 

The Second Principle and the Beloved Community 

11:00 AM on 17 February ~ Sara Green 

We can act fairly, show love, and treat others as equals in daily 

life. But we can only build the Beloved Community in our 

society and in the world beyond by committing to live as a 

people of justice, equity, and compassion. 

Third-Sunday Beneficiary is St Jude’s Children Research Hospital 

Toxic Masculinity, the Mature Man and Man-Child 

11:00 AM on 24 February ~ Matt Foraker 

Why do some men remain as childish as four-year-olds well into 

adulthood? When we tell someone to “Be a Man!” what are we telling 

him to do? Our society has become confused about masculinity and 

what it is to be a mature man – with destructive consequences. 

 

Orientation for Service Associates 

12:30 PM on Sunday 10 February in the Sanctuary 
If you’re interested in being a service associate, please come to the 

orientation to get some hands-on practice and tips. If you can’t make it, 

another session will be offered and you can meet one-on-one. 
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LEADERSHIP AND PERSONNEL 

Church Office Manager 
Elinor Markle 

office@uubgky.org 
270-842-4060 

Tue–Fri from 9 AM to 2 PM 

Teaching Staff 
RE Teachers 

Julia Harkins, Kyra Tuley, Leah 
Wendt 

Preschool and Nursery Care 
Lindsey Strange & Emily Collins 

preschool@uubgky.org 

SHARING YOUR NEWS 

• uubgky.org/contact-
us/sharingnews 

• Email editor@uubgky.org 
• Call 270-842-4080 
• Click the “Add New Event” link 

on uubgky.org/calendar/ 
• Add Flyers to Bulletin Boards 
 
Newsletter Design & Production 

Office Manager & 
 Communication Team 

Published: Friday before 1st 
Sunday 
 

DEADLINES 
Sunday Announcements 
by 3 PM on Saturdays 
Monthly Newsletter 
11:59 PM on last Sunday 
Thursday Email Updates 
by 9 AM on Wednesdays 
Sunday Bulletins 

by 9 AM on Tuesdays 
 

Board of Directors 
Board@uubgky.org 

Business Mtgs 
2nd Thursdays 5:30 PM 

Process Mtgs 
4th Thursdays 5:30 PM 

 
President Laura McGee 

Liaison to Community Builders 
president@uubgky.org 

 
V. Pres. Kathie Downs 

 
Secretary Larry Berry 

Liaison to Spiritual Growth 
secretary@uubgky.org 

 
Treasurer David Wellman 

Liaison to Stewardship Team 
treasurer@uubgky.org 

 
Director Matt Foraker 

Liaison to Communication Team 
 

Director Ken Kuehn 
Liaison to Improving Our World 

Team 
 

Church Leadership Council 
3rd Wed at 6:30 PM, 

clc@uubgky.org 
 

Chair: Kathie Downs 
Members: Team Coordinators  

and Committee Chairs 
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CHURCH TEAMS 

Community Builders 
Coordinator: ________ 
Board Liaison: Laura McGee 
Caring and Hospitality 
caring@uubgky.org 
hospitality@uubgky.org 
 
Membership 
Sharon Crawford, Chair 
membership@uubgky.org 
 
Social Justice Action 
Diane Lewis, Chair 
 
Nominating Committee 
Nominating@uubgky.org 
 
Personnel Coordination 
Laura McGee, Chair 
personnel@uubgky.org 
 
Facilitators Right Relations 
Frank Snyder 
mediators@uubgky.org 

Spiritual Growth 
Coordinator: Susan Webb 
Board Liaison: Larry Berry 
Sunday Services 
Susan Webb, Co-Chair 
Jamie Dowland, Co-Chair 
 
RE – Discussion Forum 
Jan Garrett, Coordinator 
 
RE – Children 
Leah Wendt, Chair 
 
Library 

Improving Our World 
Coordinator: ________ 
Board Liaison: Ken Kuehn 
 
Buildings and Grounds 
EarthCare 
elm@uubgky.org 

Stewardship 
Coordinator: Michelle Steiner 
Board Liaison: David Wellman 
 
Budget Drive: Ken Kuehn 
Fundraising: Diane Lewis 
Endowment Committee:  

Delaire Rowe 
 

Communication 
Coord. Janeen Grohsmeyer 
Board Liaison: Matt Foraker 
comm@uubgky.org 
 
Website Managers 
web@uubgky.org 
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UUBGKY CALENDAR 

 


