
Why a Sabbatical? 
Unitarian Universalist congregations have 

long given their ministers sabbaticals, one 

month for every year of service. UUCBG is 

proud to be a part of that tradition. After six 

years of service, Peter is taking a twelve-week 

sabbatical immediately after his customary six-

week vacation. He will be gone from July 1st 

through October 31st. 

What do Sabbaticals provide? 
Education – Sabbaticals are educational. A 

minister on sabbatical learns from classes, 

travel, and from contemplative time apart.  

New Perspective – Sabbaticals offer a fresh 

outlook on work that is often all-consuming. 

This can positively affect a minister’s future 

preaching and work.  

Spiritual Renewal – Sabbaticals are an op-

portunity to renew practices that get neglected 

in an active ministry for a busy congregation.  

Rest – Sabbaticals are not vacations. Howev-

er, rest and renewal are an important part of 

the sabbatical. The soulful stress of ministry 

takes a toll. Peter expects to return from sab-

batical with renewed energy and a clearer 

sense of mission.  

What is Peter doing? 
Peter is spending some time in study, with 

the goal of learning more about evolution, bio-

diversity, and the implications of climate 

change, as well as consulting with experts 

about how best to address citizen activism.  

He also plans to travel, visiting family and 

friends in the New England region and explor-

ing areas of natural beauty in the western part 

of the country. There is a reading list a mile 

long of books to be read, from Boccaccio to 

Proust to Wendell Berry. And rest and reflec-

tion and a goal of spiritual renewal. 

And missing everyone at UU Bowling Green. 

 A sabbatical is a time to 

Reflect 

Reenergize 

Restore 

Renew 

Research 

Revision 
 

 
 

The Fire of Commitment 
When the fire of commitment sets 

our mind and soul ablaze, 

When our hunger and our passion 

meet to call us on our way, 

When we live with deep assurance 

of the flame that burns within, 

Then our promise finds fulfillment, 

and our future can begin. 
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Who can I call? 
During a sabbatical a minister is freed from 

all normal responsibilities, and so congregants 

are asked not to contact Peter. Please contact 

the people listed on this page. 

Church Year 2015–2016 

Board of Directors  

Diane Lewis  270-303-3006 

Matt Foraker  270-303-3400 

Jan Garrett   270-783-0144 

Kerry Kenady  270-542-8137 

Michele Newcomb  270-793-0473  

Susan Webb  270-991-0321 

Church Office 

Tammy Ferrell  270-842-4060 

Caring Committee 

Roxanne Spencer  270-792-1153  

David Wellman  270-576-1466 

Sunday Services 
Susan Webb  270-991-0321 

Contemplative Services 

Frank Snyder  270-792-5222 

Membership 
Sharon Crawford  270-781-4255 

Religious Education 

Susan Rigsby  270-590-6919 

Communications 

Moe Hillard  270-202-9470 

Personnel Committee 

Laura Bain-Selbo 717-679-6258 

 

Questions? Problems? 
Contact the Sabbatical Task Force 

Frank Snyder  270-792-5222 

Pam W. McKenzie  270-237-7404 

Janeen Grohsmeyer   301-247-3503 

 Who’s Doing What? 
 

Pastoral Care 
As a caring congregation, we are all called to 

minister to each other. We listen and share and 

help each other. The Caring Committee provides 

coordination, so contact them if you would like 

some help or support. 

Several of our members with experience in 

counseling are available to provide support in 

times of need. Give your name to the office, and 

one of them will contact you.  

For rites of passage (such as weddings and fu-

nerals), the office has a list of UU ministers in 

nearby towns and other ministers in Bowling 

Green who can be contacted. 

 

Sunday Services 11:00 AM 
During the four months that Peter is away, we 

will hear from a variety of guest speakers and our 

own members. Our All-Ages UU Festival for the 

Water Ceremony is on August 30. Peter will re-

turn just in time for our Day of Remembrance on 

November 1
st
. 

 

Contemplative Services 9:00 AM 
Topics are from Daily Wisdom: 365 Buddhist 

Inspirations, edited by Josh Bartok. Six members 

(Frank Snyder, Pam McKenzie, Roxanne Spencer, 

Laura McGee, John Downing, and Abbie Hames) 

are taking turns leading this service. 
 

Visitors and New Members 
Our Board President is signing the welcome let-

ters to visitors.  

The Membership Committee is coordinating the 

Getting to Know UU classes and the membership 

process. 

 Religious Exploration 
The children’s classes continue as usual, with a 

summer program in June, July, and early August. 

The Adult Forum is focusing on changes in the 

Roman Empire as Christianity arose. 
 

Communications   
 Newsletter: Michele Newcomb is assisting 

Tammy Ferrell with the newsletter. 

 Roadside Pulpit: Janeen Grohsmeyer is over-

seeing the quotes. 

 Sunday Bulletin and Inserts: Tammy Ferrell 

prepares them, and Janeen Grohsmeyer and Zee 

Evelsizer provide proofreading. 

 Mail: Peter has authorized our Board President 

and members of the Communications Commit-

tee to open his mail for him. 

 Email: Peter is checking his email, but please 

respect his sabbatical by not sending him 

church business. 

 Church Community News: The Sunday Ser-

vice Coordinators are collecting this infor-

mation. Please send your items before 9 PM on 

Saturday to announcements@uubgky.org , 

not to Peter’s email. Items may also be left in 

the basket on the sign-up table before 10:55 AM 

on Sunday mornings. 
 

Financial Assistance   
We refer people from the community to local or-

ganizations for assistance. Members and friends 

who are in need of financial assistance should con-

tact our Board President, who has access to the 

Minister’s Discretionary Fund. 
 

Staff and Employees 
During Peter’s absence, our Board President is the 

official supervisor for our staff and visits the office 

during the week and signs timecards. The Personnel 

Committee is in charge of employment decisions. 
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